Language development

Student_________________________________________________________________
School__________________________________________________________________
Person interviewed________________________________________________________

Date of interview__________________________________________________________

Interviewer______________________________________________________________

Was an interpreter used?    _______Yes                    ______No     

1. Child’s developmental history:
a. Age of first word_______________  In what language?____________________
b. Age of first sentence_____________In what language?____________________
2. Are there medical concerns which could impact speech and language development (i.e., history of ear infections, high fever, impaired vision or hearing)?

3. Is a language other than English used in the home?  By parents / grandparents.

4. Do you feel the child had sufficient exposure to his/her primary language to acquire a well-developed vocabulary in that language?

5. How often is a language other than English used at home?

a. only other language and no English

b. other language more often than English

c. other language and English equally

d. English more often than other language

e. only English
6. Describe the language spoken by the child at home:

a. speaks only the other language and no English

b. speaks mostly the other language and some English

c. speaks other language and English equally

d. speaks mostly English and some of the other language

e. speaks only English

7. Describe the language spoken by the child at school:

f. speaks only the other language and no English

g. speaks mostly the other language and some English

h. speaks other language and English equally

i. speaks mostly English and some of the other language

j. speaks only English
8. Is the child able to express himself / herself age-appropriately?

a. In English

b. In the other language

c. Does the child switch languages when speaking?

9. Describe the language understood by the child.

a. understands only the other language and no English

b. understands mostly the other language and some English

c. understands the other language and English equally

d. understands mostly English and some of the other language

e. understands only English

10. Is the child’s dominant language difficult to determine?

11. Does the child sound/respond like other children his/her age?

a.  Follows (multiple-step) directions?

b. Answers questions appropriately?
c. Grammar.

d. Vocabulary.

e. Syntax / order of words in sentences for meaning.

f. Conversational skills.

12. Does the child have observed communication difficulties (school, home, community)?

a. In the native language

b. In English

13. Can these difficulties be accounted for by changes that have occurred in the child’s language environment?

14.  In what language does the child learn the best?

15.  As a child, did you (parent/s) speak a language other than English?

16.  Has the student been exposed to books / reading at home?       In what language?

17. What is the language of the media at home?

18. Has the child had frequent opportunities to speak English during interactions with peers at school?

19. Has the child had frequent, long-term opportunities to interact with fluent English speakers outside the school?

20. Describe previous (quality of / location of) education.

a. Have there been multiple school changes?

b. What is the child’s attendance record?

c.  Did the child attend preschool?

d. Did the child attend school in the native country?              Highest grade level?
e. Has the language of academic instruction been consistent?

f. Was the child successful in previous school(s)?

g. Did the child receive any bilingual instruction?               For how long?

h. Was the child previously referred for special education?           What was the test language?

i. Has the child received specialized instruction (i.e., Title 1, intervention)?

j. Has the child been retained?                            In what grade?

21.  Are areas of academic concern likely impacted by language background, developmental/health background, or social/emotional background?

22. Is the child demonstrating a sufficient rate of progress in the skill in question, given the length, quality, and context of direct instruction or exposure to skill?

23. What classroom accommodations / modifications are being tried?

24. What are your / family expectations for the child’s education and future?

OTHER COMMENTS / OBSERVATIONS:
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